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GLIMPSES OF RECOMMENDATIONS

Concessions to Industry : Lolly-Pop to Agriculture/
Denials/Reduction to the salaried workers

INCOME TAX
Rs. 1 Lakh or below Nil
Rs. 1 Lakh to 1.5 Lakh 10%
Rs. 1.5 Lakh to 2.5 Lakh 20%
Rs. 2.5 Lakh & above 30%

Exemption for Women
upto 1.25 lakh
Exemption for Sr. Citizens
upto 1.5 lakh

- MINUS

Standard Deduction withdrawn
Rebate under Sec. 88 goes
Sec. 80L removed

30% Tax on fringe benefits

.1% Tax on Withdrawal
of Rs. 10,000 on a
Single Day

THEY SAY

P. Chidambaram :

"I am concerned about
large transactions especially
withdrawal of cash... These cash
withdrawals leave no trail and
presumably become part of the
black economy."

A. B. Vajpayee (NDA):

"It is ridiculous. The
provision has made the entire
budget exercise a laughing
matter."

Gurudas Dasgupta (CPI):

"He (Finance Minister) has
made a caricature of himself. |
oppose the move."

Anand Sharma (Cong.):
."The party will take up the
issue with the Govt."

BHARATIYA MAZDOOR SANGH
PRESS RELEASE
ITISSTAGNATING BUDGET

New Delhi : The Central Budget for 2005-06
presented inthe Parliament today by the Finance
Minister Sh. P. Chidambaram has brought big
disappointment to the salaried persons who had
demanded I.T. exemption upto 2 lac but the
demand has not been accepted. Constitution of
6th Pay Commission was another demand which
has also not been accepted. Ceiling on bonus
has also not been removed. Number of other
expectations of employees from the budget have
been dashed down.
Price Rise : Additional cess on diesel & fuel will
add in price rise. Aparently one cycle of inflation
is visible. The prices of consumer goods are
alredy at peak and there will be further rise. There
is no proposal in the budget to control price hike.
Employment: There is no concrete proposal on
employment generation. Past experience of
employment guarantee scheme do not build
confidence.The progress on 100 days guaranteed
job to one jobless person in a family below the
poverty line is not known. There is severe doubt
in its implementation because machinery below
is not sincere.
DirectTaxes: Giving reliefto women and senior
citizens and other employees upto 1 lac is not
beneficial as standard deductions are withdrawn.
Saving is also discouraged asthere is no increase
in interest rate rather there is proposal for
investment of savings under insurance and PF.
There is no mention of unorganized sector
and social security etc The FDI is not the solution
of problems to which the country is confronted.

(A.N.DOGRA)
Secretary

CUSTOM DUTY

Slashed from 20% to 15% or less

EXCISE DUTY

SLASHED

A/Cs, Tyres, PolyesterYam, Refind
oil. edible oil and Vanaspati.

COST GO DOWN ON
Refrigerators, Cellphones, PCs,
Printers, monitors, Imported
Garments, Bakery Products, Tea,
imitation, Jewellery

Defence spend down
in terms of GDP

Left unhappy with
¢ Rs.6000 Cr increase in
Defence budget

* Lowering of corporate tax

¢ Reduction in Import Duty

¢ FDI in mining, trade, pension
sector

e Low allocation for
securities

Gold Trading
Mutual Funds allowed to trade in
gold in units of Rs100. May have
major impact on Saving-
Investment Profile

Gender Budgeting

Rs. 14,379 Cr earmarked. All deptt
asked for gender budgets

Promises Made

* Rural electrification to cover
1.25 lakh villages in five years

* National Highway Development

Amar Singh (SP):
"Anti farmer & anti-people,
benefiting urban upper class."

social
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TUs REJECT LIC WAGE HIKE OFFER

Chennai :The Life Insurance Corporation of India has revised
its wage hike offer while retaining the mobility and outsourcing
options.

During a fresh round of talks held with the unions on
Feb. 3, the management proposed an across the board 12
per cent increase in the total wage bill as on August 1,2002
from the earlier 11 per cent increase.

The offer also have two-parts. One is the wage hike
component.The other involves a productivity linked lumpsum
incentive (PLLI) on the performance of the LIC. Unions are
not amused by the fresh wage hike offer since the offer still
falls short of the one given to the bank employees.

The employees at various centers spontaneously held
protest demonstrations to condemn management's rigid
attitude.

ICF GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR
NO CONSIDERATION FOR

EMPLOYEES
» Stop Out-sourcing
» Drop DAR case be as goodwill
* One Addl increment to Employees

» 1st Class Privilege Passes during the year
Chennai : The ICF Administration organised a function to
commemorate the Golden Jubilee Year (1955-2005) of
Integeral Coach Factory Chennai. Shri R. Velu, Minister of
State for Railways (Local MP Shri Kuppuswamy and MLA
Shri B. Ranganathan) speaking on the occasion did not touch
the employees demands i.e. stoppage of outsourcing, a
special increment and 1st class privilege passes for the
employees, "Timex" watches to the Pensioners also, as given
to the working employees as a gift on the occasion. The
employees were dismayed as the administration was not
serious about their feelings. However a memorandum was
handed over to the minister.

Later on 28-01-05 speaking at the Gate meeting B.
Devanand, Dy. Secretary Bharatiya Railway Mazdoor Sangh
raised all these issues and hoped that the administration
will not lose this opportunity for evolving sweet Industrial
Relations by a few goodwill gestures and undoing the wrongs
done so far. Shri S. Thirunavukarasu M.P, and Member
Railways' Standing Committee assured his help for
employees cause. He suggested that a committee of MPs
from all parties should examine as to why ICF was
outsourcing. The union has also undertaken a signature
campaign on these demands.

MAKE MARRIAGE REGISTRATION COMPULSORY - picw | Nov.

The National Commission for women in its report on "Personal Laws" has suggested | Dec.

A mammoth gate meeting was held before
Yogakshema on 4th February 2005. Sh. Atul Deshpande.
General Secretary NOIW, described the offer as ridiculous
and most disappointing. He criticized the management for
linking the mobility and outsourcing to the wage revision
and condemned the management's attitude delaying the wage
settlement without any justification. Shri Atul Deshpande
demanded afresh offer forthwith, guaranteed PLLI and wage
settlement before 31st March 2005. He opposed mobility
and outsourcing and insisted on guaranteed promotion to
the employees and recruitment. He appealed the joint front
partners to chalk out the programme for action, including
strike to force the management for immediate negotiations
and final settlement without delay. The meeting was
addressed by S/Shri Venu Gopal and Shri Mishra also.

SHOW THE WAY TO
"NOBILITY IN POLITICS" - Kalam

New Delhi : "There should be nobility in politics to bring
about a change in the country." the President, A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam said at the 51st National Film Awards ceremony here

The President put forward a "difficult mission" for the
film fraternity and asked them to take up the challenge of
show-casing nobility in politics to help create political heroes
in their films.

"If one of you could make four or five films in the next
years that shows a boy or a girl taking up politics and bringing
about a change through nobility in politics, it could help bring
about a change," he said. While pointing out that films were
a powerful medium to send out the right message, Mr. Kalam
said film-makers should try to project positive aspects.

The President also recited one of his poems, "Rock

Walls", that called upon Al. CONSUMER PRICE]
people to allow flowers to
1 INDEX

grow and rivers to flow
instead of building walls }

registration of all marriages and of imposing ban on bigamous marriages performed after | 2005

convertion to a faith that allows more than one wife.

CO

BaseYear
of rock around them. | Month  1960=100 1982=100 |
1 2004

Welcome 1 Feb. 9485 -

Delegates to 1ma. 2485 504
14th All India 1Aer 2485 504 |
Conference 'M¥ 2504 508 |
1June 2524 512 |
Golden 1.July 2549 517 |
Jubilee Year 1Aug. 2574 522- |
2005 1 Sep. 2578 523 |
J Oct. 2593 526 |
2588 525 |
2569 521 . |
| Jan. 2593 526 |
L ]
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RAILWAY BUDGET

* Railway EmployeesIgnored Again ¢
New Delhi: Laloo Prasad Yadav Railway Minister presented

the Railway Budget to the Parliament on Feb 26,2005. This

time too he has not proposed any hike in passenger fares or

freight charges nor did he withdraw 7.5% increase infreight

introduced in between the two budgets.

The budget is totally silent on the demands of the
Railway Employees. There is no provision of any additional
facility for the second class passengers.

The concessions announced are insignificant and can
be availed in rare cases, as :

* 50% concession for carrying the mortal remains of a
person from big hospital.
e 75% concession to
professional exams.

* 100% travel concession for those going for interview for
a Govt or state Govt job (Where are the Govt jobs)

ECONOMIC SURVEY 2004-2005

The economic survey presented to the parliament on
Feb 25, by P.Chidambaram has tried to paint a rosy picture
of the economy. It puts GDP growth rate at 6.9% as
compared to 8.5% in 2003-2004, Industrial growth at 8.4%,
Service sector growth at 8.9%, Exports growth of 23.1%
and huge forex reserves.

rural students appearing for

The annual inflation rate is 6.4% against 5.5% in the
previous year, a 5.4 million tonne decline infoodgrain output
from the 212 million tonnes in 2003-2004 to 206.4 million
tones in 2004-2005. To contain the fiscal deficit is another
big headache for the FM.

Another area of worry is lack of job opportunities. Over
four crore jobs seekers - 70% of them educated, are
registered with employment exchanges, whereas the past
record shows 1.03 lakh placements in the first eight months
of the year. There has been a decline of jobs by 0.8% in
2003 in the organised sector which contributes a small 7-
8% of the total work force.

As against the jobs secenario, centre's expenditure
on social sector services had increased by 185% in a decade
from Rs. 18,240 crore in 1995-96 to Rs52,090 crore in 2004-
2005. All this makes India rank eighth among the world's
most indebted countries with foreign debt of $113,590 million.

CHILD LABOUR

Shri Chandrasekhar Rao, Minister of Labour said that
the strategy in the 10th Plan is to ensure that all working
children below 9 years of age would be directly put into
schools under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. Older children in
the age group 9to 14 years will be mainstreamed into formal
schools after passing through the bridging school mechanism
under the National Child Labour Project Scheme. The scheme

No Additional Facility for Passengers

It talks of 46 new trains, 13 of which will run after
gauge convertion (Not before next budget) 23 will be
passenger trains of short distance.

The budget reclassifies 4000 commodiuty groups into
80 to make freight calculations easier. Some concession in
freight rate has been made for LPG, Kerosene and a few
chemicals while there is increase for Fodder, paper, fruits,
metals, iron ore and grains.

The promises given in the last budget on providing
Environment Friendly Coach Toilet Discharge System and
clean stations remain on paper only and A. H.Wheelers still
monopolises the Railway Book Stalls.

For. the rich there will be Delhi Howrah rail to run at
150 Km per hour, internet booking, coaches to be leased to
corrier cos and double decor goods trains much of it may
remain unfulfilled atleast by the time the next budget comes.

PRESS NOTE 18 SCRAPPED

Free Hand for Foreign Investors
New Delhi : Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announced
the scrapping of Press Note 18. Under Press Note 18. it was
mandatory on foreign investors to seek permission of their
Indian Joint venture partner before setting up an enterprise
manufacturing the same or competitive products. Moreover,
there was to be afive-year subset period before the foreign
partner could launch competitive products. These provisions
were aimed at protecting the domestic industry from unfair
competition and prepare itself to adjust to global environment.

Inaugurating the Confederation of Indian Industry
Partnership in Kolkata, the Prime Minister acknowledged "we
will be doing away with the restrictive provisions of Press
Note 18 for all future joint ventures with foreign partners.”

To allay the fears of the domestic industry, Commerce
and Industry Minister Kamal Nath clarified that the changes
in Press Note 18 would not apply to existing joint ventures.

It will now apply only for the same field and not similar
or allied fields. Also the onus of proof that the new joint
venture would adversely affect would lay equally with the
foreign and domestic partners. Till now the onus of proof
was only with the foreign partner, Nath said. Later in the
day, the govt issued an official notification giving effect to
the PM's announcement.

PUT LINDER SSA

initially launched in 12 districts for withdrawing and
rehabilitating children working in identified hazardous
occupations and processes was extended to 100 disricts in
13 states, during the Ninth Plan. This Scheme has been
expended to cover 250 districts in 20 state* during the current
plan. Mid day meals, stipend, vocational training and health
checks are essential components of the scheme.
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GOVT ALLOWS PVT TRUSTS TO

INVEST IN

EQUITY/MUTUAL FUNDS

New Delhi : The government has allowed private sector
provident funds to invest up to 5 per cent oftheirtotal portfolio
(estimated at around Rs 1,35,000 crore) into the equity
market. Moroever, they can put in 10 per cent in corporate
debt and/or equity-oriented mutual funds. The move is valid
from April 1.2005.

The government also announced new norms for
exposure to government securities, specifying that the PF
cannot have more than 5 per cent exposure to an individual
mutual fund for government securities (or gifts). PF trustees
will also be allowed to trade at least 10 per cent of the total

ILLEGAL SECOND WIFE ENTITLED
TO MAINTENANCE

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has held that even in the
case of an illegal second marraige, the wife is entitled to
maintenanace if the husband deserts her.

A Bench, consisting of Justice D. M. Dharmadhikari
and Justice H. K. Serna, said :

" bigamous marriage may be declared illegal but it
cannot be said to be immoral so as to deny even the right of
alimony or maintenance to a financially weak and
economically dependent spouse.

Rejecting the husband's contention that there was no
question of permanent maintenance to his second wife as
the second marriage was declared null and void, the court
pointed out that Section 25 ofthe Act provided forthe grant
of maintenance while passing any decree in a matrimonial
dispute, including the restitution of conjugal rights, judicial
separation, divorce, annualment of avoidable marriage or
declaring a marriage null and void.

INSURANCE COs HAVE TO RENEW
MEDICAL POLICIES : HC

New Delhi : The Delhi High Court said that insurance
companies cant refuse renewal of medical insurance policies,
on grounds they involved a "higher claim ratio."

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul disposing of a case
wherein Mukul Lal Duggal's medical insurance with United
India Insurance, was refused renewal as the claim was higher
than the premium amount.

The court said medical policies were to be renewed
at the same term as the previous one, but in cases where
high payment was sought, the insurance company could
increase the premium to a limited extent.

Duggal had got medical insurance with Ull in 1995.
He underwent angioplasty in 1998 and 2001. The company
paid both claims. When he underwent a bypass surgery in
2002, where he incurred expenses of over Rs 2 lakh, the
company refused to pay the claim.

portfolio in government securities on marked-to-market basis.

The government also allowed the non-government PFs
to invest in term deposits of banks with obmaturity period of
up to 3 years from next fiscal as against the preseni norms
of investing in 1-year deposits.

Private PFs can also invest in bonds of financial
institutions and companies having "investment grade" from
at least two credit-rating agencies. The funds can also invest
in collateral borrowing and lending operation (CBLO) issued
by Clearing Corporation of India and approved by RBI.

These three investments bank deposits, bonds and
CBLO - should not exceed 25 per cent of a PF's investments
as against the previous limit of 30 per cent. PFs need to
park at least 25 per cent of their funds in central government
securities and another 15 per cent in either state government
securities or debt mutual funds approved by Sebi.

MAKE DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AN INTEGRAL
PART OF SAFETY AND SECURITY MANAGEMENT

¢ HoldRallies/Meetings .o~
Ak®

¢ Administer Safety Pledge

¢ Pin NSD Badges on employees

« Organise/practical Demonstration

» Bring an awakening for . .
"Safety First". JﬂU‘kI

CVC ADVICE CAN BE IGNORED - HC

New Delhi : Madras High Court January 5 judgement by
Justice Shivasubramanyam on a writ petition filed by the All
India Union Bank Officers Federation challenging the
supervisory role of the CVC in cases of official misconduct
says.

Any advice or opinion to be sought from the CVC can
only be on procedural matters and if any advice is given in
the matter of appreciation of evidence, proof of charges, or
the quantum of punishment, such advice shall be ignored
and not be binding on the disciplinary authority (the concerned
Government office). Any regulation to the contrary will be
wholly without jurisdiction and inoperative."

We were aware that the CVC's advice is not binding
on the disciplinary authority but it is meant to act as a counter-
pressure so that the right action is taken against errant
officers, says Shankar.
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ORDINANCE SETS UP PENSION REGULATOR

New Delhi : The union government has promulgatged
ordinance to set up a five-member pension regulator.

The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development
Authority has been empowered to promote, develop and
regulate the pension sector that is being opened for private
funds.

The authority will also frame regulations, disclosure
norms, oversee functioning of intermediaries and protect the
interest of subscribers of various pension funds.

It will also overlook the new pension scheme that was
introduced on January 1 this year which attracted 44,000
central government employees as the subscribers. Further,
personnel from six states have also joined this scheme.

The authority will replace the interim regulator appointed
by the erstwhile NDA government. The pension regulator will
have powers on par with SEBI and Insurance Regulatory
Development Authority. Both pension fund operators and
subscribers can appeal against a directive of the authority
inthe Securities Appellate Tribunal which is currently hearing
all the cases relating to stock market.

Vast Punitive Powers

The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development

Authority has been given a sweeping mandate with search

BMS DELEGATE MEETS
PETITIONS COMMITTEE

Hyderabad : A BMS delegation consisting of Shri S.
Mallesham, General Secretary, Shri Ravi Shankar, General
Secretary, A.P. Construction Mazdoor Sangh, Shri R.V. Subba
Rao, Vice President BMS met the Petetions Committee
(Rajya Sabha) at its sitting at Hyderabad on 06-02-05 and
presented a memorandum making suggestions for bringing
out a comprehensive law covering construction workers.

They observed that the construction workers are
covered under various acts like inter-state migrant workmen
Act 1979, Contract Labour (R&A) Act 1970, Bonded Labour
Act, and Social Security Acts like EPF & ESI, besides other
Acts. Dealing with so many authorities results in delay and
denial.They suggested formation of a comprehensive law
covering all benefits from all Acts under one authority It
was complained against the inaction of the Govt of A.P. and
none implementing the welfare measures.

A majority of the Construction Workers work under
contractors who complain of insufficient amount in the
Contract Award for making proper wage rate and social
security measures for the workers. The BMS delegation
demanded for appropriate provisions in law to ensure
sufficient amount in the Contract awards to meet the
requirement of proper wage, and social security measures
to workers.

and seizure as well as punitive powers to deal with private
pension funds and intermediaries that handle subscribers'
money.

The authority has the power to penalize a pension
fund up to Rs 25 crore if a fraudulent operation is established.
The authority has been empowered to imprison up to 10
years any individual charged with defrauding pension
subscribers'.

Further the authority directives cannot be appealed
in any civil court including the Supreme Court. Instead, the
Securities Appellate Tribunal, which hear capital market-
related crimes, can hearthe appeals against the authority's
decisions.

The authority has also been given powers to conduct
investigations into alleged frauds committed by a pension
fund or a financial intermediary. If necessary, the authority
can even take overthe assets - both movable and immovable-
in case a pension fund is found guilty of fraudulent
transactions.

Apart from sweeping regulatory powers, the authority
will also set up a subscriber education and protection fund
to support the contributors to pension funds in the event of
distress.

RBI ISSUES NEW NORMS FOR
CO-OP BANK MERGERS

Mumbai: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has said it will allow
merger between cooperative banks when the networth of
the acquired bank is positive and the acquirer bank assures
to protect entire deposits of all the depositors of the acquired
bank.

Or else, two banks can merge when the networth of
acquired bank is negative but the acquirer bank on its own
assures to protect deposits of all the depositors of the
acquired bank, the central bank said. The merger can also
take place when the networth of the acquired bank is negative
and the aquirer bank assures to protect the deposits of all
the depositors with financial support from the state
government extended upfront as part of the process of
merger.

RBI said a cooperative bank can merge only with
another cooperative bank situated in the same state or with
a cooperative bank registered under Multi-State Cooperative
Societies Act.

RBI will examine the scheme with reference to the
financial aspects and the interests of depositors, based on
the criteria/factors.

The BMS delegation demanded that it should be
ensured that the new law is implemented honestly.
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1LO CONVENTIONS

LIST OF CONVENTIONS ADOPTED BY ILC SESSIONS (AS IN JUNE 2004)

(Contd from Feb'05 issue)
ILC29th Session, 1946
C. 77 Medical Examination of Young Persons (Industry)
Convention, 1946
C. 78 Medical Examination of Young Persons (Non-
Industrial Occupations) Convention, 1946
C. 79 Night Work of Young Persons (Non-Industrial
Occupations) Convention, 1946
C. 80 Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946
ILC 30th Session, 1947
e« C. 81 Labour Inspection Convention, 1947
e C. 82 Social Policy (Non-MetropolitanTerritories)
C. 84 Right of Association (Non-Metropolitan Territories)
C. 85 Labour Inspectorates (Non-Metropolitan Territories)
C. 86 Contracts of Employment (Indigenous Workers)
ILC 31st Session, 1948
C. 87 Freedom of Association and Protection ofthe Right
to Organise Convention, 1948
C. 88 Employment Service Convention. 1948
« C. 89 Night Work (Women) Convention, 1948
C. 90 NightWork of Young Persons (Industry) Convention
(Revised), 1948
ILC 32nd Session, 1949
« C. 91 Paid Vacations (Seafarers) Convention (Revised),
C. 92 Accommodation of Crews Convention (Revised),
C. 93 Wages, Hours of Work and Manning (Sea)
Convention (Revised), 1949
C. 94 Labour Clauses (Public Contracts) Convention
(Revised), 1949
C. 95 Protection of Wages Convention, 1949
e C. 96 Free-Charging Employment Agencies Convention
(Revised), 1949
C. 97 Migration for Employment Convention (Revised),
C. 98 Rightto Organise and Collective Bargaining
ILC34th Session, 1951
C.99 Minimum Wage Fixing Machinery (Agriculture)
C. 100 Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951
ILC35th Session, 1952
C. 101 Holidays with Pay (Agriculture) Convention, 1952
C. 102 Social Security (Minimum Standards)
 C. 103 Maternity Protection Convention (Revised), 1952
ILC 38th Session, 1955
C. 104 Abolition of Penal Sanctions (Indigenous
Workers) Convention, 1955
ILC 40th Session, 1957
C. 105 Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957
C. 106 Weekly Rest (Commerce and Offices)
e« C. 107 Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention.
ILC 41st Session, 1958
C. 108 Seafarers' Identity Documents Convention, 1958

¢+ C. 109 Wages, Hours of Work and Manning (Sea)
Convention (Revised), 1958
ILC 42nd Session, 1958
C. 110 Plantation Convention. 1958
C. 111 Discrimination (Employment and Occupation)
ILC 43rd Session, 1959
C. 112 Minimum Age (Fishermen) Convention, 1959
C. 113 Medical Examination (Fishermen) Convention,
C. 114 Fishermen's Articles of Agreement Convention,
ILC44th Session, 1960
C. 115 Radiation Protection Convention, 1960
ILC45th Session, 1961
C. 116 Final Articles Revision Convention, 1961
ILC46th Session, 1962
C. 117 Social Policy (Basic Airms and Standards)
C. 118 Equity of Treatment (Social Security)
ILC47th Session, 1963
C. 119 Guarding of Machinery Convention, 1963
ILC48th Session, 1964
C. 120 Hygiene (Commerce and Offices) Convention,
C. 121 Employment Injury Benefits Convention, 1964
[Schedule  amended in 1980]
C. 122 Employment Policy Convention, 1964
ILC 49th Session, 1965
C. 123 Minimum Age (Underground Work) Convention,
C. 124 Medical Examination of Young Persons
¢ (Underground Work) Convention, 1965
ILC 50th Session, 1966
C. 125 Fishermen s Competency Certificates
C. 126 Accommodation of Crews (Fishermen)
ILC 51st Session, 1967
C. 127 Maximum Weight Convention, 1967
C. 128 Invalidity, Old-Age and Survivors' Benefits
ILC 53rd Session, 1969
C. 129 Labour Inspection (Agriculture) Convention, 1969
C. 130 Medical Care and Sickness Benefits
ILC54th Session, 1970
C. 131 Minimum Wage Fixing Convention, 1970
C. 132 Holidays wilh Pay Convention (Revised), 1970
ILC55th Session, 1970
C. 133 Accommodation of Crews (Supplementary
Provisionns) Convention, 1970
C. 134 Prevention of Accidents (Seafarers) Convention,
ILC56th Session, 1971
C. 135 Workers' Representatives Convention, 1971
C. 136 Benzene Convention, 1971
ILC58th Session, 1973
C. 137 Dock Work Convention, 1973
C. 138 Minimum Age Convention, 1973
(In next issue and onward)
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PREPARATIONS FOR GOLDEN JUBILEEYEAR CONFERENCE
SHRI RAM DASS PANDE

(Shri Ham Das Pande has been an HSS
Pracharak for long. He lived with Late Shri
D. B. Thengadiji for more than three
decades and assisted him in all sorts of
jobs like public relations, publishing etc
He is BMS zonal Incharge for Delhi,
Haryana. Punjab, HP, UP, Uttaranchal.)
VS : Ram Das ji, you have been in bed since January
5, How do you feel now ?
RD : |am better, | can stand on my legs now though |
still need some support.
VS : Have you started taking solid food ?
RD : No, Doctors have advised me to take liquid only,
however instead of taking it through a pipe, | can sip it.
VS : Who gives the final signal to go ahead ? Is it you
or some one in the Central Office ?
RD : We have evolved a system of decision making.
No individual gives the final word. We sit together,
discuss the issue and take collective decision on the
issues. In a way all workers are involved in decision
making and that makes implementation easy. It
becomes a collective responsibility. Whenever one finds
a hurdle in the way, we again join our heads and find
the way out.
VS : With the all India conference of BMS in the Golden
Jubilee Year early next month, don't you feel it isa big
set back to preparations ?
RD : We in BMS believe that each one of us does only
what is assigned to him by God, neither less, nor more.
Itis a godly work. "Nar Seva, Narain Seva". He expects
only this much from me. so lam here totally demobilised.
It is His wish.
VS : But the workers at the grassroot having no past
experience look to you for guidance & support in
mobilising resources in planning and managing such a
huge gathering from all over India.
RD : BMS is not a "Leader Centred" trade union. A
worker at the bottom is as important and wise as one
at the top. Once it was decided by the February 2002
conference at Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala) that Delhi
BMS would host the next conference, efforts were made
to involve and mobilise each and every worker in all
BMS units in Delhi to get some assignment, Meetings
were held at the lowest level to prepare the workers
mentally for the challenge. It made us understand the
visual they had about various aspects of the conference,
the Pandal, the food, the stage, the accommodation
and the other services. They gave suggestions many
of which we had not thought of such as a worker from

C9

the village offered "Salad" for the conference from his
fields. Abhyas Vargs (Study Classes) further helped
them understand BMS, its way of working and prepared
them for sacrifice and total commitment to the cause.
VS : Do you think all this can take practical shape ?
RD ; Why not ? you have trust in worker, assign him
some responsibility, guide him help him and give him
due credit. He will be worth any job. We did the same.
Today you ask any worker he will proudly tell you, "Yes,
I am fully involved in conference job. | am incharge for
water supply or electricity or even for sanitation around
toilets.

VS : Still your absence might dishearten them ?

RD : Initially for a few days after | was confined to bed,
there was some disappointment. | talked to them and
asked “What is my contribution in all that has been
achieved ? It is you who collected funds, organised
meetings and Abhyas Vergs, booked Ram Lila Ground
for the venue, sought NOC from the Police, made
arrangemnts for food supply and tented
accommodation. How does it matter then if | am not
there ? | encouraged them that each one of them was
capable of doing any thing entrusted to him. | simply
gave them credit for what they had been doing and
they started working with more Vigour and Zeal.

VS : You are an RSS Pracharak. Did it not volunteer to
help you in this gigantic job ?

RD : Itis not | alone who belong to RSS. Many among
us are swayamsevaks. Those outside the trade union
know we are doing hard job and are ever willing to
volunteer help. But BMS has its own committed cadre,
capable of performing any job and accepting any
challenge. Even for the purpose of conference we have
a team of 250 activists at the top level assisted by a
large number of workers. Moreover we go to them for
guidence whenever we need. They hold such
gatherings every year and have vast experience.

VS : Will the BMS units outside Delhi also share some
responsibility ?

RD : State units in the Northern Zone are keen to
perform some Aahuti in the Mahayagya, Punjab state
unit has offered to meet wheat requirements and
similarly the other states also.

VS : Congratulations for all these achievements Mr.
Pande.

RD : Why congratulate me ? Congratulate the workers
right from the bottom line who are leaving no stone
unturned to make this achievement possible.

VS : Thank you for talking to us in spite of your illness.
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS (February, 2005)

2-2-05 : King of Nepal SACKS Govt. Declare emergency.
2-2-05 : Govt to Disinvest 10-15% in IA, Al : The Govt
would divest 10% to 15% stake in IA, Al during 2005-06
through IPO's. 5% stake may be fixed for employees.
2-2-05: EPF Interst Rate hiked to 9.5% : The Govt hiked
EPF interst rate to 9.5% for the year 2002-03 and 2004-05.
The Govt may have to subsidise EPFO to the tune of Rs
700/-crores.

Telecome FDI rased to 74% : The Govt has raised FDI in
Telecom from the present 49% to 74%. It claims that National
Security has been taken care of.

3-2-05 :India's Per Capita Income Raises by 7.1% : The
per capia income calculated at 1993-94 prices stood at
Rs11,013 inthe previous year. At current pricesthe per capita
income in 2003-04 grew to Rs.20,989 i.e. 7.1% in real terms
3-2-05 : 12th Finance Commission Recommendation
accepted : Govt has acceptd the recommendations of the
12th Finance Commission in Toto. The state will now get 1%
highershare at 30.5% in central taxes and pay lower interest
at 7.5% on all central loans..

4-2-05: The MOF and RBI have mooted a plan to double the
limit of bank participation in equities from 5% to 10%.
4-2-05: SBI buys 51% stake in Mauritius Bank: SBI has
bought 51% stake in Indian Ocean International Bank in
Mauritius. The bank has 7% share in the market with 10
branches & 10 ATMs.

4-2-05 : CVC advice can be Ignored - HC : Justice
Shivasubramanyam in a writ petition filed by the All India
Union Bank Officers Federation challenging the supervisory
role of the Central Vigilence Commissiones in case of officials
misconduct says that CVC's advice on evidence proof and
punishment shall be ignored & is not binding on the
authorities.

5-2-05: India Economy to grow 6.5% - IM F: India economy
would grow by 6.5% as perthe International Monetary Fund
(IMF). It has warned that huge fiscal defict and public debt
may upset it.

8-2-05 : WB demands less Interest on small savings :
The West Bengal Chief Minister has told the PM that interest
rate on small savings was high which does not go in favour
of his states since it borrows maximum loan from it. He
sought a decrease inthe interest rate.

10-2-05 :Vyas new NCW chairperson : Girija Vyas, the
spokes person of the congress party has been nominated
to be the chairperson of National Commission for Women.
She replaces Poornima Advani who vacated the chair after
her tenure ended on Jan. 24. She will hold the rank of a
Cabinet Minister.

15-2-05 :Trade deficit widens : During the Period April 04
to January 05, export grew 33% to $6.7 billion whereas
imports jumped to 40.4% to touch $9.58 billion. The trade
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deficit for 10 months was $22.6 billion.

17-2-05 : Delhi Govt moots congestion tax : Park your
vehicles away from the congested areas or pay tax for
creating congestion.

17-2-05 : The Kyoto (Global Warming) pact takes effect
from 16-2-05 : The pact imposes limits on emissions of
Carbon dioxide and other gases, scientists blame for rising
world temperatures, melting glaciers and rising oceans. India
ratified the protocol adopted in 1997. in 2002.

25-2-05 :100% FDI in Construction : The Govton Feb 24
allowed 100% FDI in the construction industry through the
automatic route. Conditions restructing FDI to a minimum
area of 100 acres and 2000 dwelling units are relaxed to 25
acres and 50,000 square metres for construction
development projects.

The left is almost silent on the issue since they
had already allowed Ciputra & Salim groups of Indonesia
for building a project in West Howrah, through Beyond
Limit International Ltd. a new company set up in India by
them.

25-2-05 : Cancer-causing UK dye spreads Panic: lllegal
cancer-causing dye found in a UK made sauce has spread
Panic in 15 countries in two continents. Food companies in
the US, Canada, Ireland, France, Denmark, Italy, Greece.
The Netherlands. Australia, Switzerland and Malta are among
the 186 firms listed by the sauce manufacturer as its buyers.

RURAL BENGAL SHINING
MISLEADING

Kolkata : Lakhs of women in rural Bengal have to travel for
kilometres to fetch drinking water. This and other economic
indicators collated by the Indian Institute of Economic Studies
(NES) from the National Sample Survery Organisation
(NSSO) and census reports blow the "rural Bengal shining"
myth perpetrated for years by the ruling Marxists.

Rural Bengal lags behind the rural areas of almost all
other states in all economic indices, from consumption of
LPG to the state of dwelling units.

Over 75 per cent of the rural households in Bengal
don't have their own source of drinking water. Thus the
womenfolk of nearly 90 lakh households have to fetch water
from tubewells, wells, ponds or streams away from their
homes.

According to the latest reports put out by the IIES,
consumption by rural households in Bengal was 10.1 per
cent lower than the all-India average for rural areas in 2003.
Rural Bengal consumed 4.75 per cent less food than the
national average (for rural areas), while consumption of milk,
eggs, meat and fruits - the strongest indicators of growing
incomes - was 4.5 per cent lower.
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SUTHERLAND REPORT ON WTO NEEDS CAUTION

Geneva : The report on the Future of the WTO produced
early this month by a "consultative board'l(established by
the director general Supachai Panitchpakdi and chaired by
former GATT director general Peter Sutherland) received
some cautious and guarded response from many
members atan informal meeting atthe WTO.

Many members were disappointed by some of the
report's proposals including those relating to the
establishment of a 30-member "consultative group" of
Ministers, which they saw as in effect creating an executive
board dominated by major countries. They also did not
favour many of the proposals for increasing the powers of
the Director General and the Secretariat, or the
suggestions to raise the political profile of the WTO
through greater involvement of political leaders in the
negotiating process.

In his presentation, Sutherland said the report did
not deal with Doha agenda. He high-lighted the danger
posed by preferential trade arrangements being pursued
atthe expense of the WTO.

The report, he said, views the consensus principle
as being needed at the WTO. But ways should be found to
better reach consensus.The EU and the US welcomed the
report. On the report's criticism on bilateral, regional and
preferential trade agreements, members stressed that

TERNS OF GLOBALISATION, NEED
REVISION - Chidambaram

London : The Union Finance Minister, P. Chidambaram,
urged the developed countries to review the current terms
of economic globalisation to make the process "more just
and more equitable.”

Mr. Chidambaram questioned the "terms of
engagement" saying they were "heavily weighed" in favour
of the developed world. "l urge you to review the process of
globalisation.” He remarked, in a speech at the Foreign
Policy Centre, came ahead of a meeting of the Finance
Ministers of seven industrialised countries (G-7).

"The real question is not globalisation. The real
question is the terms of engagement in globalisation. As of
today, the terms are heavily weighed in favour of the
developed countries. Millions of people in developing
countries, and in the least developing countries, watch in
silence, and with a growing sense of bitterness, that the
Age of Prosperity is passing them by. This does not augur
well for either globalisation or stability.

GOVT APPROVES 12th

such agreements, whilst benefiting their members, should
not harm other countries thatwere not members.

Some countries defended the use of preferences.
Kenya said preferences had been used as instruments for
development and their use should not be denied on the
ground that they are barriers to development. Jamaica also
raised concern with the report's remark that GSP
beneficiaries become over reliant on preferences at the
expense of diversification, commenting that developing
countries face handicaps when they try to diversify.

Brazil questioned the proposal to set up a
"consultative body" of 30 members, and said there should
be clear definition of the role of the Secretariat, which
needed more lengthy reflection, and that the WTO should
deal with all NGOs and not discriminate between those
who relate with the WTO and those who do not. China also
said the "consultative body" proposal had to be further
studied.

India believed it was more important to focus on
the Doha negotiations and thus it would be premature to
start any process on the report. It also raised concerns with
the plurilateral approach to negotiations (which the report
referred to) as it could be used to bring through the side
door non-trade issues which had already been rejected.

POSTMEN "AT HOME” WITH

PRESIDENT
New Delhi: The President A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, hosted the
customary "At Home" reception at the Mughal Gardens of
Rashtrapati Bhavan in honour of the Bhutan King.

For the first time, 150 postmen were invited by
the President to the reception to commemorate the
150th anniversary of Indian Posts. They had an exclusive
interaction with Mr. Kalam. Appreciating their role in
maintaining the lifeline of communication in the hinterland
of the country, the President said that in the rapidly
changing communication scenario the postman performed
the all-important duty of linking rural areas and providing
the much-needed connectivity.

‘Postmen are good human beings, they should
also be righteous people," he told them. Looking at the
technological changes, the post office should become a
"knowledge centre" to provide villagers information about
prices of essential commodities, food grains and weather.

FINANCE COMMISSION

New Delhi: The Cabinet approved the 12th Finance Commission report. It provides for an increase in share of taxes to
states from 29.5 to 30.5 percent. Finance Minister P.Chidambaram said, "the total transfer of taxes and grants to states, as
recommended by the Commission, will amountto Rs 7,55,751 crore between 2005 and 2010." Announcing the decision,
Chidambaram said Rs 1,403.9 crore will be reimbursed to BSNL.
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GUJARAT
ROADWAYS
EMPLOYEES’
HOLD MASS

RALLY
Ahmedabad : Joint
Action Committee
comprising of Gujar-
at S T Mazdoor
Mahasangh (BMS),
Mazdoor Mahajan
and INTUC union in
transport organised a
mass rally of State
Roadways Employe-
es on 21-12-2004 to
bring pressure on the
State Govt to make
payment of the
arrears of settlement
for the block period
01-08-1997 to 31-07-
2002.

A large
number of emplyees
joined the Mabharally.
It had its effect. The
Govt invited a
delegation for
negotiations on 25-
12-2004 itself,
listened to them on
their problems and
assured that the
outstanding issues
will be attended to
promptly.

(To be Posted on 4&5 March 2005)

Gujarat Roadways Employees in procession at Ahmedabad

Central Govt Employees Rally
DECLARE SIXTH CENTRAL PAY COMMISSION - Uday Patwardhan

New Delhi : The Central Government must
listen to the just CRY of its employees and
declare Sixth Central Pay Commission before it
changes into a THUNDER. It should be
constituted during current budget session itself,
said Shri Uday Patwardhan, General Secretary,
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh. He was addressing
a huge rally of Central Govt Employees at
Jantar Mantar, New Delhi on Feb., 18,2005.

The recommendations of the Fifth Pay
Commission has lost relevance after a lapse of
around ten years while many central
establishments got wage revision twice during
this period.

The BMS leader said that he
remembers when a similar rally was helf at this
very place to demand merger of DA with pay.
The NDA Govt had to accept the demand. 50%
DA has been converted into Dearness Pay (DP)
for the purpose of grant of DA only. It has not
been merged fully for all purposes HRA, CCS
etc. We therefore demand of the UPA Govt to
merge itwith pay atonce for all purposes.

Sh. Uday Rao Patwardhan urged the
lefttrade unions to shun politics and supportthe
demand of 6th Pay Commisssion raised by
BMS sincerely in the interest of Central Govt
Employees. He declared BMS support to the
movement of Al & 1A staff intheir struggle.

Earlier speaking on the occasion Shri
Girish Awasthi Dy. Genl Secy BMS said that
convince allowance given to the employees has
no equation with what they pay even if they
travel by public transport where fares have
been increased many fold during the last ten
years. Even our demand of Rs 500/- pm
convince allowance also needs upward

revision. The UPA Govt has denied even the
50% DA merger to Postal Gram Sevaks (ED
employees) he said.

On 6th Pay Commission Awasthi ji
reminded that the then Prime Minister A. B.
Vajpayee had assured formation of 6th Pay
Commission after the elections. The
assurance given by the then Govt must be
fulfilled by the Present Govt.

Sh. D. M. Raodeo Secy Genl. Govt
Employees National Confederation said the
Govt was only following the policy of NDA Govt
on FDI Privatisation (as in ICF Chennai) etc.
He referred to the Arbitration award of 6th April
2004 where the Govt was directed to pay HRA
at the enhanced rate for the period 1-1-96 to
31-7-1997 which was denied when the new
scales were implemented w.e.f. 1-1-1996.

Sh. Vijay Kumar Malhotra Dy. BJP
leader in the Lok Sabha addressing the rally
endorsed the demand of Govt Employees that
Income Tax exemption limit should be raised to
2 Lakh rupees, compassionate appointments
should be liberalised and raised to 15% of the
vacancies against 5% at present. He assured
that they would raise the demand of sixth
Central Pay Commission in the parliament.

Others who addressed the rally
included Sh. Ram Lubhaya Bawa, Chander
Mohan Thapriyal Suresh Kumar, Gaur Gopal
Ghosh, B. K. Jaggi, D. Devanand, Sh.
Khamborkar, Santosh Singh and others.

A large contengent of workers from
ICF Kamgar Sangh Chennai, and also from
Defence establishments besides Postal
Telecom, Railways had travelled al, the way to
Delhi.

Printed and Published by Uday Patwardhan and Edited by Prem Nath Sharma for Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh,
Ram Naresh Bhavan, 2426/27, Tilak Gali, Pahar Ganj, New Delhi-110055 Ph.: 23584212, 23562654, Fax ; 91-11-23582648 &
Printed at Jupiter Printers, 139-B, East Moti Bagh, Sarai Rohilla, Delhi-110007 Mobile : 9868244372



	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0001.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0002.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0003.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0004.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0005.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0006.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0007.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0008.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0009.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0010.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0011.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0012.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0013.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0014.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0015.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0016.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0017.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0018.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0019.tif‎
	‎G:\ILHRP\2002 - Siyaram Sharma - Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh\Miscellaneous\Mazdoor Sangthan ka Mukhya Patra\sc0020.tif‎

