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Centre draws up plan to move
units to neighbouring estates

By Rahu!l Gupta

NEW DELHI: In one stroke, Union
urban development ministry plans
not only breathe life into the decay-
ing industrial estates of Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana,
but will also shift out the industries
from Delhi, without investing much
in infrastructure!

At a high-level meeting on
Wednesday, the ministry asked the
National Capital Region Planning
Board (NCRPB) to identify indus-
trial estates in the neighbouring
states which can accommodate Del-
hi’s industries. Thursday will see a
flurty of activity as officals from

"Rajasthan, UP and Haryana will
reach Dethi to chalk out the imple-
mentation.

At the same time, the ministry is
also identifying industries which can
be shifted out of Delhi. At present,

»

there are nearly 6,000 industrial
plots lying vacant in these estates.
The plot sizes range from 100 sq m
to one lakh sq m each. These indus-
trial areas are huge enough to ac-
commodate a large number of in-
dustries

Sources said not only are these in-
dustrial estates complete in terms of
infrastructure, but also have residen-
tial accommodation and commer-
cial spaces. But over the last two
years, there has been no demand for
these areas. Constructed around five
years back, many of these estates
are now crumbling.

One reason for the non-utilisatidn
of the industrial estates is that Del-
hi-based industries have not shifted
out. Some like the hotmix plants
even gave their nod for land in near-
by states, but did not shift out of Del-
hi. Haryana and UP had acquired
land for these plants, which is now

lying vacant. The hotmix plants had
closed in early 1997, after a Supreme
Court order in October 1996.
Though these are not functioning,
these have not shifted out either.
Similarly, in 1997, nearly 166 Del-
hi industries backed out of a com-
mitment to set up their units in the
neighbouring townships. This was
despite the fact that they had paid
up the initial amount to the states.
The three NCR states have al-
ready invested up to Rs 900 crore in
developing industrial estates. A
number of state agencies which had
provided loans and put in their
money are on the verge of liquida-
tion. If the Union ministry succeeds
in relocating Delhi’s units to neigh-
bouring states, not only will it be
one-up on the Delhi government, it
also would have done the tedious
task of relocating industries faster

and without much investment. yy
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