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Jagmohan also blamed for slow progress

By Sujay Mehdudia
NEW DELHI, NON. 23.

While the Union Urban Development Minister, Mr. Jagmohan, has sought to blame the Delhi
Government for the poor pace of progress on the relocation of industries issue, it has come to
light that his Ministry is no less responsible for the unending delays and has held back various
clearances for mysterious reasons.

Highly placed sources said till date the Urban Development Ministry has not cleared the file
regarding approval for change of land use from agricultural to industrial in the case of Bawana
Industrial area, where nearly 1.065 acres has been acquired. Although the land was acquired on
directions of the Supreme Court in 1996, it took DDA nearly three years to approve the structural
plans permitting the area to be used for industrial performance speaks volumes about the
seriousness of the Central agencies to ensure timely relocation.

After the DDA gave clearance for land use change in September 1999, the proposal was sent to
the Union Government and the National Capital Region Planning Board for approval in January
2000. It has been almost 11 months since the plans were submitted to Mr. Jagmohan's Ministry
for approval but the same has not been received. Despite this, the Delhi Government has gone
ahead with the developing of this industrial site in anticipation of a clearance. The assurances of
Mr. Jagmohan with regard to quick clearances for relocation has fallen flat on the face.
Similarly, while the Urban Development Ministry had stated before the court that 24,000
industries would be allocated space in Bawana, the inspections and plans worked out by the
Delhi Government officials show that only 15,000 industries would be relocated. For adjusting
the rest another 1,000 acres was needed for which no effort has been made to identify land. For
this purpose, the responsibility lay with the DDA and the NCRPB who have to clear the
additional acquisition. This also has not been forthcoming from the Central agencies.

Similarly, contradictions have also arisen on the use of land at the Bawana Industrial Estate and
what type of industries would be relocated there. While clearing the structural plans, the DDA
had imposed a condition that land in Bawana would not be utilised for allotment of ""F" category
industries. But at a decision taken during the meeting of the committee of the Nodal Agency, Mr.
Jagmohan decided to make priority allotment in *'F" category of industries which was already
being done by the Delhi Government.

Sources said the implementation of the Master Plan was the responsibility of the DDA which
was under Mr. Jagmohan. For violations of this Plan, prosecutions are provided for in the Master
Plan. But a mere review would indicate that in the past 35 years of DDA's existence, hardly any
prosecutions have been carried out.

Sources said it would be in fitness of things if Mr.Jagmohan helped the State Government in its
efforts by identifying 5,000 acres provided for in the Master Plan 2001 and initiate development
works. In addition, industrial lands already provided for should be used only for industrial
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purpose and all other commercial activity should be stopped. All vacant industrial plots should
be either allotted or directed to initiate construction within 30 days or else face cancellation.






failed to provide the same and never got back. ""These BJP leaders spread rumours in a planned
manner and there was a conspiracy to defame the Congress(I) Government. But after I took up
the matter with the Lt-Governor, Mr. Vijai Kapoor, things were sorted out and the BJP failed in
its purpose.” she asserted.

Ms. Dixit lamented that Mr. Jagmohan was trying to shift blame on the Delhi Government all the
time. The Bawana Industrial Estate can provide for relocation of only 16,000 industries. No
effort has been made to expedite acquisition of land for other industries. Land is not available for
such a big exercise. The Centre, under whom the land subject comes, is not interested or serious
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