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Extensive bandobast for Delhi bandh

By A Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The Delhi administration has made elaborate security arrangements for Monday's
strike by the factory workers who are protesting against the relocation of their units.

Delhiites are likely to experience a chaotic beginning to the new week with several organisations
representing factory workers going ahead with their proposed bandh. Apprehending trouble, the
police began detaining several potential trouble-makers, besides clamping prohibitory orders in
dozens of what they see as likely trouble-spots.

The Delhi government ordered the closure of all schools, besides deciding to withdraw all Delhi
Transport Corporation buses running on compressed natural gas, the fuel being more
inflammable than petrol or diesel - a decision which appeared to be a fallout of the large-scale
damages to buses during protests early last week.

The bandh comes a day before the Supreme Court is scheduled to hold a hearing on the contempt
notice issued to top Delhi government officials.

Commuters were expected to face further trouble with DTC's kilometre scheme buses also
deciding to "stay off the road unless given adequate security”. At least 110 DTC, private and
KM scheme buses were damaged in arson and rioting last week.

Lieutenant governor Vijai Kapoor met chief minister Sheila Dikshit, chief secretary P S
Bhatnagar, police commissioner Ajai Raj Sharma and senior home ministry officers on Sunday
to finalise arrangements even as top leaders from across the political spectrum ensured tacit
support to the protesters.

However, having faced widespread criticism of the violence last week to which they had lent
tacit and sometimes overt support, most leaders spearheading the agitation '“promised” a
peaceful on Monday. On their part, the police, too, asserted that they would crack down hard this
time, a resolve missing earlier.

“"We will try and ensure everything remains peaceful and there is no violence. But anti-social
elements can always become part of mobs," said the president of the Delhi Manufacturers'
Association, Ajit Chaudhary. Besides his organisation, the Confederation of Indian Trade Unions
and the Laghu Udyog Sangharsh Samiti are also supporting the protest.

The police said they have declared about 50 spots in the city as sensitive. These would be kept
under intensive patrolling. Prohibitory orders under section 144 CrPC (preventing assembly of
more than four persons) have also been clamped in these areas.

Among these areas are several localities in northwest and northeast districts (they were the worst
hit last week), besides west, east and south districts. Police sources ordered full deployment of
the force to maintain law and order and other duties of officers and constabulary have been
cancelled for Monday. About 30 companies of para-military forces, including the Rapid Action
Force, have also been requisitioned, most of which will be deployed in areas like Vikas Marg,
Vishwas Nagar, Seelampur, Maujpur, Tri Nagar, Bawana, Samaipur Badli, Alipur and some
other areas.

A senior police officer said commissioner Ajai Raj Sharma has ordered preventive arrest of all
persons who could create trouble. Their list has has been drawn up on the basis of intelligence
inputs and includes some factory association presidents and workers.

Even as city education and industries minister Narendra Nath said all schools had been advised
to stay closed to ensure the safety of children, reports of schools in the neighbouring towns of
Noida, Ghaziabad, Gurgaon and Faridabad taking a decision to stay closed on their own also



2%/ul 08

go=, NEW DELHI: Sukhbir
,ﬁ was bora and brought
) up in Bawans village.

\ Today, after living, o
farming for 50 years he

B is contemplating @ move.
i “Either 1o Haryana or Rajasthan,™

*says Sukhbir.

‘And the season for his propoud
‘move it the forthooming change in
the village's identity from & rural
hub w an industrial slum, Bawana

*is one of the subusbs of Delni

. which has been carmarked for the

! development of an industrial area

* which will be used to relocate the
polluting industries from the city.
‘About 1,800 actes have bren taken
-y the gavernment there, Sukhbir is
amang those farmers whcse land

has already been acquired by the -

; government.
: e process nf arquiring land
; started in 1997 when ane day, the
villagers saw naticcs pasted oulside
their homes The farmers were left
with 1o option but 10 go to the gov-
crument office and collect their
compensation,  Nobody  asked
them. Nobody tald them. " We had
. no say. Even the money was quoted
by (bio governmont only. We want-
cd land but they gave us money in
! cuipensation.” corplams anather
farmer Krishan,

“Three years agn when they
worr ¢ here searching for land, they
acquired 5 acres of my land. Now I
have 13 acres lefl in my possession,
woaith 1 i snre Wil shouth gt
Luetidd e the further g zhipment
Wttt Jun T s Susht e
who prophesies the end of village
life in Bawana with the advent of
the industrial units.

. Does anybady care about us?
Despite- agitations the farmers
+ have gooe unheard While the unit
owners and their employees resort-
* ed to vialence on Delhi's stroets
agzmsl the sealing of their units, the
sat on a silent protest out-
! side lhethm Sabha. Bul unlike
- the’urit owners the: tacen faifed”

* toevoke a response.

“The government and the court
seer to be bothered about city life.

once the proy

d Rawana i

! arca is in place.

(This land is our land, this land is farm land

’Hwy are the ones who will bear. the bru.m of relocation. They will lose their farm lands, exchanged for peanuts, and
'face on unceriain future. Butmos! of all, with thern will vanish the villuges of Delhi. Bhadm Stnha meets some
farmers who will be di 7

WHI- REWILLALLTHE FL(I“ ERS GO: Bawans, # cenlire of pastorul hliss. muy suon hesame  has hoen

But what about the villagers Even
& are hurman being s sud Bobody

it (0 theur Bvelbood,™
ah.
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. Money can't buy everything

The farmers claim the moretary
compensalion was inadequate and
brought litile relief Sukhbir com
plains that in 1997 he gt Rs 12 1akh
per acre But the rate at which the
government is selling the land 16
the unit owners will feich them Rs 2
<rule pes acre

Even the land which wi. -

_quired hy the government is lyin

Parren for three years. And e
the Jand kepi Yyiog unutilised, the
farmers spent money which they
1eceived as compensation. “Bulk

. once the polluting industries are re-Jocuted fhere, The villagers' lament._..

moncy is always lempling for a

“farme:. Some got their houses re

consin cle., some et ced cars
aediru « " 1,3 Sukbbar.

Goodbye to villaga preens

Farmers claim that & developed
legal industriel umt 1n Bawna il
ns. waeveral oo confuiti b
wia £y, fans SuKBou; It my and
has been bought by the govern-
w1 and my neighbour's has been
Jeft out, there is no reason why
he will not sell it to a prospective
van owner” This cuukd be the
dealb knell for Delhi's vuhgesA.wd
the beginning o!puetm albeitin
another area.
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quass - page 3
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Delhi’s week begins with a bandh .

Statf Reporter
New Celhi

A FRESH call for city bandh on
Monday has been given by asso-
clations lcading the agitation
against the relacation of indus-
tries. Taking precauticnary mea-
sures, following the vialent unto-
ward incidents witnessed last
week, the Delhi Government has
ordered the closure of all schoals
on Manday.

The announcement was made
by Delhi Education Minister
Narendra Nath. In a statement an
Sunday, Dr Nath said: “The step
was taken as a matter of precau-
tion for the safety of school-going

children in vie
of the Delhj
bandh.*

The
Police has made

Delhi '

lence on Monday,
' Schookato ba closad on Monday ' Police are ree
@ Bandh-cadl given by mors than 40 ; ported to have

massive security  Industrial amlsﬂons { deployed 40 ox-
arrangements, i @ KM-schams buses to stay ofl| tra companics for
including deplay- . the roads . ot contral. -

ment of the Rapid ' 8 RAF degloysd; 40 axira wmpl- Delhi's transport
Action Farce nles prassed Inta sarvics - .{is likely to-be

{RAF), for the
second  Delhi
bandh called by
tbe small scale

industry awners |

and workers in
the Capilal on

i

Monda%..

Preventive ar-

rests have already bee made in

w Maujpur, Vishwas Nagar,
Trloigur, Seslampur, Gandhl Nagar,
Najatgarh Road, Piragarhl, Quter Ring
Roadam Mayapurl are the problem ar-

worst hit with
KM-scheme bus
owners threaten-
ing to stay off the
roads if they are
not guaranteed
safety. Surender
Singh Dhankad,
general secrelary
of the Rashtriya Parivahan

£y pollce
Prm march fo Parilament
L] w fo lead ancther dalegation

" certain areas 1o hnchaya( und (he KM y:hsme -
LCTTERAOH DR (TN cochew any vio.  buses would operate only in thase

areas whers they would be pro-.

 vided pollca protettion. . * -
+ 5This was rade clear In a mem .,

- orandum submitted to Transport

- t'Sunday besad iz

Transport, Minister
ald that, Delhi
“Transpori Corporatjon (DTC) hus-
es would operate only in those ar-
eas where palice would give them
clearance, The DTC has also de-.
cided 1o keep lts CNG huses off the .
roads as they are more prone to k-
Bammation. The DTC had suffered
darmages to the tune of about Bs 5.5

\crore in the earlier round of vio- ,

L

lence. Cantd on Page 4, col 6 v/
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1 by Our Sttt Aeponer
. wov. 26. The Delhi Pra-
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e DPCC president, Mr .

h Chopra. who led die demon.
nudcn described an “rurhiess”
ecple”, the Ministry's
deriaion pot 10 amend e Mastar
Plan.

i
‘ Faged & dharma of lancar Mantar

Wedurs of the et Pragesh Congrecs Commmitine haiding
e ot Juster Martar ia How Dal o
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By Qur S1afl Reporser

| i gean, wer. 26The uncormpiamising sand’ of
the Union Urban Nevelapment Minister. Mi. log
mohan, has put the Delhi BIP. ) senior eadccx and
M in 2 Ax. The stand-off between Mr. Jagmohan
and the Delhd BJP leaders 1 Lkely to reach u flash-
pomt In the caming days.

On the ather hand., the Congresidls 13 waging »
bt for the conde of lakhs of warkers likely to e

losure of ndustries. But hes

farent line. aending wrong sigials

The recent agitation hy workers and factor,
it bas provided an apportty to e Lavmer Chisd

Madan Cal Kirana, 0 ce

..-,a 5-( huk 8t his arch - Jagmahan Mr.
Ehurmng hus been quick to yxh e aanrI.\hy and
form & * Laghu Samit” to xave the
indusgies. He had e e Sl Vikos Mt
sany n the Isaue of unauthorited colonies was
26 peak n ity ton

o, of coutse. anotber mir that M¢ Khoracs

20 that he had opposad changes in the

Nisater it o1 Deild 2001 sven e sras Coned Minds
Ter i 1995, Wna) ewems to have dented the credibil-
ey o HIP (eadess, parsicularly Mr, Khuiana, it thew
claim bme ain of meeting the Prime Minisier
nd clalming thar they have been assured of neves-
341y chiones in the Master Plan M1, Khurana's tall
waim came fo nought when Ms. lagmaban sn
ouncedthat he wasewdy 1 conidet midor ha
4 10 the Masier Plan In accordance with th
i, CNcta, rpwever,fee

. v when the  eursl plan 1o the Urban Develore
. o i Moo, Mot rg sl
R s and  ae Minlsiry IS keepung Sl
N T Fivaia

. <BJP in "a fight spot

gauged fronn the low turnaut for the proces: planned
under the icedership of the city premdent, Mr.
Siange Ram Carg a2 Old Seceecunal on Novcinber
hat eve

prchemed oy & Y senior Ieadcrs In pe-
raad s DI dminoted MG for e
knt! in Delhi. “What was the nieed 0 cariee!

d hoc icencesIn one day and acnd MCT partes 0
o, This sivnuld have been,
v sfer consultons s The c pury's credbily has
been evoded,” said a scruor beader. !

As far the ummu. it has been able (o put up &
unired shaw inside the Lelhi Assembly, but the con-
duct of many of Its MLAS outside, laft murh 10 be
guet of

In fact. 5o defensive has een the DI on the iswe
that s MULAS, Including the Leader of ihe Onpask-
ton. Prof. Jagdish Mukhi, afie

ir. Jagmohan ruling ow amendments fo the
Muster Plan tned ta divest attontion hy raising coc-
ruption chates againat the Chief Minister.

‘The srosion In public support o the BIP wuuld be

Wy lag-
an's stand_ stayed away froun the discussion on
the e 1o he Assemihy










Delhi braces for bandh today

a7lulve

Holiday for schools @ Public transport could be hit

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, Novermber 26

7,000 private buses
100 could be off the

Parliament chale

HE NATIONAL Capital
braced for a fresh wave of

I protests as workers and awn-
ers of some 1 lakh industrial units,
that are facing closure, called for &
day-long bandh fomoarrow.

The Delhi Goyernment has
declated tomorrow a haliday for
all schools. Colleges affiliated 10
the Delhi University, however, are
ta function as usual.

The Delhi Transport Corporation
is to operate all of its 900-strong
Dect, except for some 120 CNG-
fuelled buses. (Transport Minister
Pervez Hashmi explained: “1f, God
forhid, some arsonists target a gas-
fuelled bus, the consequences
could be far more calamitous than
a conventional bus"). Around

roads

with at least one
union of operators

suggesting

view of last week’s

arson  on

streets, they will play

CHIEF  Minister
Sheila Dikshit is to lead
her Council of Ministers to

that in | paqiament on Manday to

register her govemnment's
protest against the $ealing
of Industrial units in the

Dethi

Owners  Associa-
tion said he hopes
that “criminal ele-
meats don't take
advantage of the
situation.”

Last Monday, the
oational  Capital
was  frocked by

safe tomorrow. i
loint . Commi. | 2P
ssioner of Police (northern range)
Ajay Chadha said that the police
were arresting potential trouble-
makers as.a preveative measure.
"We are deploying extra forces
tomarrow and wall maintain a con-
stant vigil" he said. DCP (Traffic)
S. Beniwal also said that the police
would deplgy cranes at strategic
locations mqia Capital to ensure
that there are no traffic blockades.
JR. Jindal of the Delhi Factary

HIC, New Delhl

widespread  vio-
lence after workers
spitled on to the streets to protest
against the sealing of industries in
the non-confarming areas.

"We arc cpposed to the closure
of non-poltuting industrial units in
the Capital in aon-conforming
areas till the government allots the
necessary land and creates infra-
structure in other areas,” said Mr
Jindal. He, however, stated that
the association was not opposed to
the dosure of polluting units.

At least two people were killed,
scofes injured and dozens of vehi-
cles set on fire during the two days
of violence last week, which threw
chaos into the strects of New
Delhi.

To stem the swelling protestors,
the Centre last Wednesday said it
would consider amending plans to
save some of the factories facing
the axe. But the protesting workers
are clearly not convinced.

“We plan 1o highlight the plight
of the workers by whatever means
we mnay use,” warned a leader from
the Small Scale Industries Actiop
Front, one of the unions which Jed
Tast week's violent protests

‘The Supreme Court in 1996 iden-
tified 1.21 lakh units which it said
were responsible for the mounting
air and water pollution and
otdered their relocation or dme
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. (Continued from page 1) °
Laghu Udyog Sangharsh Samiti had also called for a Delhi
bandh, the second in the last two weeks, on Monday, 27
November.

The Delhi Manufacturers Federation has also supported this
call and hasanndunced g 'dharna’ at Jantar:Mantar:and another
protest demonstration outside the Supreme Court on Tuesday.

The Laghu Udyog Sangharsh Samiti while announcing the
‘bandh’ call has warned that it will intensify its agitation if its
demand for amending the Delhi Master Plan, 2001 is not|
accepted.

The Samiti Secretary, Mr J N Joshi, said the decision to
organise the bandh 1s supported by about 60 industrial
organisations.

Mr Joshi has charged the Delhi government with not presenting
the complete facts regarding the issue before the Supreme Court.

The “callous and indifferent” attitude of the authorities had
forced the owners and workers of industrial units to come out on
the roads to press for their demand, he said.

The first bandh call was given by the Samiti last Monday which|
triggered off violence and unrest in different parts of the Capital
claiming three lives and leaving about one hundred people
injured. More than 100 buses and public property at severall

places were damaged. A
v /
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