28 Nov.2000

The burden of a bandh

By Rahul Gupta

NEW DELHI: Did the small scale industry-wallahs manage to gain anything with their call for a
day-long Delhi bandh? They didn't, but Delhi lost a lot in terms of money and man hours.

No manufacturing, little trade and very few buses on the road: The Capital may have incurred a
loss of more than a 100 crores due to the bandh on Monday. Even the government would have
lost quite a few crore in terms of lost revenues. According to the fourth economic census report
which was released only last week, the Delhi government earns about Rs 4,000 crores annually
through vartous taxes. By this calculation alone, the government would have lost around Rs 13
crores of taxes on Monday.

But the government is not the only loser. Manufacturers, wholesalers and even transporters have
incurred losses. Due to the bandh, all manufacturing activity, even in conforming areas came to a
standstill. Delhi has about 1, 29,363 manufacturing units, of which 35,000 are single-man
enterprises and do not employ any labour. The president of the Badarpur Area Small Scale
Industries Association Subhash Garg points out, ""Even if we put the manufacturing activity at
Rs 10,000 per day for each unit and take about 1,00,000 units alone, manufacturing still comes to
Rs 100 crore every day.”

Though wholesale markets - grains, chemicals, groceries, cloth, paper, machinery and even
Chandni Chowk opened earlier during the day, there were few buyers. Former MLA Vasudav
Kaptan said, ' The traders would have easily lost around Rs 20 to 30 crores today."

Fearing violence, bus operators did not ply their buses. And those that dared, did not ferry too
many passengers. The loss could be close to a crore for operators, according to Harish
Sabharwal, general secretary, Delhi Contract Bus Association. Sabharwal added. “"Only about
1,000 km scheme buses were on the roads as these arc the first to be damaged. Similarly, only
1,600 Blue Line buses would have plied while only half of the 13,000 contract carriages would
have rolled on the roads."

Is a bandh really worth all this?
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