shorttranscriptivenoteon
ishwa Nath Mathur, Delhi

I wasbomon pril 11,1912in avillagein Samastipudistrict(formerly DarbhangapfBihar. My
grandfathewasa landlaord thoughhadlittle land. Wewerepettycultivators.My fatherwasemployedat
BetiahestatgBihar) whichheleft soonto shiftto Banaresvheremy mothers family lived. Fathekept
changingobsherewhile | wasadmittedin nglo-Vedic DayanandHigh schoolhere.

t schooloncel waspunishedandbeaterup mercilesshby theprincipalwithoutanyfault. My father
tookmeawayfromtheschool. fter theincident,| neverfelt inclinedto eithergoto schoolor study.

s mymotherdiedwhenl wasveryyoung,fatherleft meatmy maternagrandmothéesplace.Shewas
areligiouspersorandeverydayusedo bathein Gangal usedo bewith herwhenshevisitedthetempleson
herwayback.t my schoolthe rya Samajwasthedominatinginfluenceandwe weretold thatidolsin
templeshadnothingto dowith thedivinity. | usedo experimenby pushingheidolsdownorkickingtheplace
wheretheywerekeptthoughwithouttheknowledgeofmy granny.l alsousedtio observehepriestsand
“pandashowtheyusedio fleecepeoplan thenameofrituals.

My fathergotajob in Gayaandhetookusthere.He gotmeadmittedn GayaModel schoolWwhiochhad
anationalisbackgroundWeusedo havemorningprayersn front ofanationalistricolour. In theschooll got
attractedowardsnationalistiteratureandsoonbecamemembeoftheHindustaniSewaDal.

Laterl wassentto aboardingschoolin Vrindavan.Herealsomy schoolmateswvereinspiredby nation
alistsentimentsOnceGandhijiwasto passhroughMathurarailway stationandwe decidedo meethim. Our
pricipalwasstrictanddid notallow usto gothere.We slippedoutandwalkeduptothestation.Howevemwhen
we metGandhijitheonly questiorheaskedvaswhethemwe hadcomewith thepermissioroftheschool
authorities.

Laterwe alsoperformedourown symbolicactionsduringthe SaltSatyagrahaf Gandhijiwhenl re-
turnedto Gaya.lIn this phasd camein touchwith nushilan groupin Vrindavanandlaterwith Hidustan
SocialistRapublicanssociation (HSR ) in BanaresWewanetdo planarmedactionsagainstheBritish
rulersandl startedearningto usethefirearms.l wasalsosentto bohar in PunjabandBombayto arrange
firearms.

Laterl cameto Gayawherewe pickettedatthewine shopsandburntforeignclothes.Wehadourown
movementgainsthebanonsingingofVandeMataram.

Becausefmy activeinvolvementwith therevolutionaryactivities, | wasconvictedin Gayaconspiracy
caseof 1932-33andwassentto HazaribaghCentralJail.

In 1934]wassentto lipore Centrald iland ultimately ndamans Cellularprison.Herel camein touch
with otherfreedomfightersandwasintroducedo revolutionanyiterature.We usedto havepolitical classes
anddiscussionandalsorebelliousactivitiesinsidethejail, includinghungerstrikefor longperiods.Theexpe
riencesn ndaman shapedny political understandingndinspiredmeto work forthecauseofworkingclass.



fter theCongresgiovernmentameto powerin severaBritish Indianprovinceswewererepatriated
to themainland.

fter returningfromthe ndaman in 1938-3%to0 Gaya,l startedakinginterestin theconditionsand
strugglesofindustrialworkingclassandbegarformingtheirtradeunions.GayaCottonMills wasthefirst such
centrewherel formedaunion. Theworkersheredid nothaveevendrinkingwaterfacilities. We launchedur
agitationandgottheunionregisterecandmanage@placeonrentfor ouroffice. | startednakingspeecher
thefirsttime.

| alsoworkedamongheworkersin stonequerriesjoco staff, shopassistantanotordriversandformed
theirunions.By thistimel| wasworking Jharia Katras,DhanbadGiridih andseverabthemplaces.

| hadalsobecomeanactivememberofthe CongressSocialistParty(CSP)which helpedmy work
amongheindustrialworkers.| organisedvorkersin cementpaper sugamndotherfactoriesin Dalmianagar
(earlierknownasDehri-on-Sone)ln oneofouragitationsgvencavalrywasbroughtto suppresss.

During SecondNorld War, | wasarrestecagainandwasreleaseenly in 19451 gotbackto my trade
unionwork soonafterl wasbeatenupin oneofthemeetingswith lathisandwasbadlyinjured.

| continuedmy tradeunionwork afterindependencalso.| shiftedto Calcutta By thistimel hadto take
up ajobbecauseffinancialcrisisin thefamily. Butl keptin touchwith theworking classmovementandsoon
gotinvolvedwithjuteworkersproblemsandmovements.

In 19681 left for England againdueto family reasonsBut| continuedmy involvemenwith tradeunion
work evernthere.

fter returningto Indiafewyeardater,| startedvorkingforthedemand®fthefreedomfightersall over
thecountry.



shortbiographicahoteon
Vishwanath Mathur

VishwanathMathurwasbomon pril 14,1912atavillagein Samastipugearlierin Darbhangalistrict)
in Bihar. He belongedo afamily of smallfarmers His fatherwasfirst employedn Batiahestatethenin
Banaresndlaterin Gaya.

Mathurwasasensitivechild andreactedo his surroundingdike religiousrituals, faith in god,casteism
andexploitationandquestionedhem.He alwaysrebelledagaintimpositionandwasthrownoutof school
severatimes.In GayaandBanareshefacedobscuratisnandopposedt in hsownway.

Mathurspolitical viewswereformedundertheinfluencesofthe nationalisticaswell asrevolutionary
ideasthatwerecommonamonghis shoolfriends.He wasdrawntowardsCongresssewaDal andlater
towardsrevolutionaryorganisationike nushilan and HindustarRapublicanssociation (HSR ).

Mathurwasconvictedn the GayaConspiracycasdan 1932-33andwaslodgedin variougails including
HazaribaglCentrajail. Laterhewasshiftedto lipore Centrajail andfinally expatriatedo ndaman Cellular
jail.

ndamanjail wasaninstitutionin itselfwherestudycircles,debate®npolitical, philosophicaissues
wereorganise@ndconcernediteraturewasobtained Mathurwasalsoinitiatedin theseactivitiesandhis
political viewswereshapedereonly. He developedcomprehensiveiew oftheworkingclassandthe
relevanceofits struggles.

fter fewyearsvhenCongresgiovernmentameto powerin someoftheBritish provincesMathurwas
repatriatecalongwithorhers.

Soonaftehisreturn,Mathurstartedorganisingheworkersin Gayaonhis ownandhisreputatioras
former ndaman prisonehelpedhimimmensely He organisedheworkersat GayaCottonMills, formeda
unionthereandgotit registeredHe organisedikshawpullers,shopassistantsgrivers,loco staffandalso
stonequerryworkers.

He organisedstrikeof GayaCottonMill workersin 1938-39.In this periodhewasamembeiofthe
CongressocialistPartyandthisfacthelpedhimto organisgéheworkers.In thisperiod,hehadorganisedhe
driversofJhariaKatras,DhanbadandGiridih wherelaterheworkedfor sometime Dalmianaga(formerly
knownasDehri-on-Sonejvasknownasanimportantindustrialcentrewith cementsugar paperandmany
otherfactoriesandMathurorganisedvorkershererevivingmanyold unionsandformingnewones.During
SecondNorld Warhewasarrestedor histradeunionactivities.

fter hewasreleasedn 1945,Mathurresumedhistradeunionactivitiesin Gayafromwhereheshifted
to Calcuttaandgotinvolvedinjute workersmovementhoughhehadto takeup ajob heredueto financial
constraints.

Mathurhadto goto Englandin 1968dueto family reasonsHe maintainedcontactwith British trade
unionmovemenaslongashelived there.



ow heisbackin Delhiandworksfor thefreedomfightersall overthecountry.
Mathurhadtr, he_ Howeverhewasarrestedor histradeunionactivities.
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