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SHAmMmBHU NATH BANERJEE;-

Shambhu Nath Banerjee is also a unique trade unionist in the sense he is
one of the few practicing pandits who stiii does his social job of priest to many
devotees who come to Gaya to conduct shraad' ceremonies. He is a senior
priest associated with a Bengali ashram i.e. Bharat Sevashram Sangh and he
made a union of the pundits in Gaya also. Gaya is a very big religious center of
Hinduism and also Buddhism. Shambhu Nath Banerjee's family is one which
was deeply involved in the terrorist movement against the British during the
freedom movement. Shambhu Nath Banerjee is also a freedom fighter and trade
unionist from pre-independence days In 1946 though he was just a youth at that



ime. He organized unions in he Co on and Ju e Mills, railways, defense
employees in he Gaya defense can onmen, bank employees union, agricul ural
labour union i.e. called khe mazdoor union agains landlordism in Gaya,
Jehanabad. He also fough he naxaiism agains his unions in khe mazdoor in
Gaya and Jehanabad. Then his o her grea rade union work has been among
he s one crushing workers in Bihar mainly in Gaya and Jehanabad. These
workers have he wors kind of jobs and are in a bad shape and wi h liberaliza ion
even he owners are in a bad shape.
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Engineering/Smaii Scalelndustries. Gaya, Bihar.
Date;-3" January2003.
Time:-4.00pmto 8.40pm.
Venue;-At premisesof BharatSevashranangh,in Gaya,
interviewer:-BobbyPouiose.
Context;-ShambhuNath Banerjeds avery thin andvery old manof 76 yearsbut of
remarkablehealth,inocense cheerandgreatsenseof humor. He camethroughasa man
ofremarkablesimplicity yetterrible grit in fighting for whathe believedin. He is pandit
who eventill dateconductsshraadceremoniegor the manybelieverswho cometo Gaya
particularlyfrom Bengal,Manipurand Assam. His faithful respecthim greatly. He
madea union of punditsin BharatSevashranSanghan ashrambuilt by somesaintlike
sadhuwho wantedto provideclean,cheap,cheatingfree shraadceremoniegor The
devotedwho camefrom all partsofthe country’. ShambhuNathBanerjedruly is a noble
soulin the midstoftodays kalyug. His contributionto thetradeunionmovemenin and
aroundGayais unparalleled. All respect. He belongsto anagewhichis dyingin the
post-liberalizedndia.

ShambhuNath Banerjeebeganhis interview by talking abouthis birth on U July 1928 at
Gaya. His family wasbasicallyfrom Dhakaandall wereinvolvedin the freedom
movemerit terroristgroupsof Bengalis. His family wasfull ofterrorists. This heritage
wasdefinitely therein the background.In 1945 afterhis schoolingandinvolvementin
AISF he camebackto Gayaandbecamea volunteertradeunionworkeratthe Gaya
Cotton& JuteMill WorkersUnion. In 1948hejoined at Danapurfne RailroadWorkers
Union. Till 1952hewasundergroundiueto banon left. In 1962hewasarrestedvhen
lots of left werearrestedn the contextofthe Indo-Chinawar. Laterhebecamédhe Gaya
Collegeunion secretary. In 1956-57he led land strugglesor landlesslabourmainly
dalitsin GayaandJehanabatielt andlot of landwasdistrfbuted. In 1964 ShambhuNath
Banerjeeorganizedandregistereda DefenceCivilian EmployeedJnion which latergot
affiliated to zAIDEF atthe GayaCantonmentrea. He is leaderofthis union eventoday.
He led many strugglesagainsthe arbitarybehaviourof officers and issuesof wageand
pensionetc. In 1946 muchbeforethe All IndiaBankEmployeedAssociationfrAIBEA)
wasregisteredShambhuNath Banerjeeorganizedone of first bankunionsin the country
andalongwdfh Ajay SaranMukherjeeandPrantChakravartregisteredVe GayaDistrict
BankEmployeesAssociation(GDBEA). z\t fhatWerewasno all Indiabankemployees
body. He launchedmany strugglegshroughGDBEA and latergovernmenforcedto give
Shastriz\wardand later SenAward which formedthe basisof future paymentsystems.
In engineeringalsotherewasa privatecompanyDayaEngineering/Norks P\4.
Ltd in Gaya. ShambhuBanerjeeorganizedheworkersWerein which manufactured
electricpolesfor therailways. In i970sheregistereda unionin the companycalled
DayaEngineeringNVorks EmployeesJnion. Thewagewasbadin thosedaysandhis
union he narratedoughtmanybattles. But in i980swhenthe companywasin crisis
ShambhuwBanerjeghroughthe uniongavethe companya leaseof life andnewbusiness
in the crisis by telling themto build sleeperdor railwaysandfor thathe introducedhemz
the Cezhoslovakail companywith which they collaboratecandtoday supply sleeperso
railway. Thusthe companywassavedby workershelp andworkersgotthe employment.



hen he narratechow GayaCottonand JuteMiil LabourUnionwasregisterecoy
VishwanathMathurand Sunii Mukherjeeand JaganattSarkarand BasawanSinghin
1945-46. Howeverin 1946 VishwanathMathurwasattackedbadly andleft the areaand
afterthattheybecameweakin theunion. hen in 1968theyregisterech newunion
namedGayaCotton& JuteMiil WorkersUnion andwhich functionverywell oncethere
wasnationalizationof cottonandtextile mills takenoverunderNDC. hen they
struggleda lot andgavelot ofrights previouslynot therefor cottonandtextile workers.
But sinceliberalizationandgovt, changein textile policy sinceDec, 2002the mill in
Gayais closedthoughstill undergo\4, andworkersaregettingwagesas he fight is still
goingon. hen henarratedchis work with the Aluminium industrywhich is alsotherein
Gayaandhe built unionsthereandthereweremany struggles. hen he narratechis work
amongthe landlessagriculturallabourunderthe GayaZilla Khet MazdoorUnion since
1953. Underit ShambhBanerjeded many strugglesn Gayaregionon issuesofwage,
shelter,socialjusticeandcasteexploitation, building wells, seedsphoodarmovement.
ShambhuBanerjeesaidthatthey could evenfight the naxalswho tried to destroytheir
unionamongthe agriculturallabour.

Amongthe otherunorganizedsectorShambhuBanerjeeorganizecthe stone
breakingmazdoorsn Gayaandformedthe GayaZilla Pafher hod MazdoorUnionin
1969. ShambhuNathBanerjeevasthe main secretary’with otherslike Chaturaran
Mishra, andP.K. Ganguly. here is terrible exploitationof the stonebreakingworkers
andthroughvariousstrugglesvhich ShambhuBanerjeded personallyin the Gayaregion
he gotthemfacilitieswhichwerenevertherefor themlike betterwages,betterservdce
conditions,ESI, EPF,facilities for women,varioussafetythingsasin this blastingof
stoneis there. Howevertodayafter liberalizationthe stonecrushingownersarein crisis
dueto Bihar govt, newruling thatleasesvould be for oneyearnotthe previoustenyears.
ShambhuwBanerjeesaysthis his notjust thewhole industiy- but alsothe w-orkersas
companiegarit give manyfacilities they gavebeforeasthey havenow- too shortallife.
Sothesewerebroadlythe unionsShambhuNafh Banerjeeorganizedandhe is married
hastwo elderchildrenandhe takesno w*agefrom the union or party but earnshis own
moneyby doing shraadceremoniegor he devoteesvfto cometo Gaya. He worksin this
capacityatthe BharatSevashranSanghaBengalireligiousashramfor thosewho come
for shraado Gaya. his is theway he paid his wife andbroughtup his childrenby some
moneyhe madethroughhis religiousvocation. He canonly be classifiedasagreat
punditor priestthougha leftist truly living andperformingthe messagefgodon earth.
In that sensehe is auniquepersonalityandanicon in Gayacity one ofthe mostancient
citiesofIndiawhichis fne homeofBuddha.
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