.R. Menon

e metP.R.Menonin the office ofthe NorthernRailway MazdoorUnion (NRMU), in
Mumbaion 29" July, 2004. 1t is a big office, andwe hada detailedtalk and interviewed
with Mr. Menonin his chamber.He is an amiableandgentleperson,readyto answer

guestionsandto respond.

After mentioninghis dateof birth (18-4-1933)etc, he describedhat he hailedfrom
Keralaandasto howhe cameto Bombay.He happenedo be in the Boribunderareaof
the city, which wasthe secondbiggestrailway depotin Asia. Hejoinedtherailway
service.

Z
Thatwasthetime (early 50s)whenthetill moments the railway wasjustrecovering
from undergroundactivitiesand splits. Menonbeganas a humbleactivist of thetill
movementgraduallybuilding up the T.U. in therailway in andaroundBombay.Ke

becamesincethe,aninseparablgartofthe NRMU.

He participatedn the majormovementsftherailway workers.Eg. 1960, 1968 and
1978.He expressedtrongopinionsagainsttategory-wisainionse.g.loco, gangmen,

statior mastersetc.



e gaveinterestingdetailsof his conflict with GeorgeFernandesThe latterwasbrought,
to replacehim, ashe described Georgedisplayedunilitancy in 1960sandthis wasan
advantagdor him. Menonagreedo Georges inclusion;the latterwasmadethe
presidentwhile the formerthe working presidentSomepeoplewalkedout. Georgelater

formedhis own union.

Menondescribeshe 1974 strike asboth successfulnda failure. Lasting20 daysit
ultimatelyfizzled out. It wasa big clashwith the centralgovernmentand left its marks
on the subsequentvents.1974wasalsoa setbackasthe movemenpeteredout. George

isolatedhimselffrom the movementandthe organisationas statedby Menon.

Menondescribedhe variouspressuresandmovementdy NRMU forcing therailway to
partially or fully concedevariousdemandsncluding chequegpayment.Thoughtherehave
not takenplacelarge scalemovementtherehavebeensubstantiabainswithout themand
with the help of negotiationsThis is one oftheresultsof 1974. Manonmentioneca

recentdemonstratiorof about 10 thousandailway workersin Bombay.

e hasagoodteamof co-workergo carrythework.



ionote

.R. Menon (NRMU - Northern RailwayMazdoorUnion), at Mumbai

He wasbornon 18* April 1933. Hejoinedtherailwaysin 1951. He beganhis T.U.

activity in the secondbiggestdepotin Asiai.e. oribundar, which is very important. An
electiontook placetherein 1955,in which he got electedas one of the office-bearers.
Therewerein all some2500workersthere.Menon continuedhis activity till hewas
suspendedh 1960.In all 21 were suspendedThis wasin connectiorwith the all India
agitationof railway andcentralgovt, employees.ut he continuedto work. The The
Union did not lot of work amongthe casualworkers.In 1960,therewerelots of militant
struggleswhich createdconditionsfor the laterall-India struggledeadingto the 1974
strike. In the meantimeGeorgeFernandesvas madethe presideniof the Union. P.R.
Menonwasmadeworking president.Therewas conflict betweerthetwo groupsfor
sometime.

Menonhadto go undergroundduringthe 20-days1974 strike. It wasa successbut
ultimatelyfizzled out. Formationandactivitiesof the categorywise unionswasself
defeatingaswell asdisruptivefrom his point of view.

Thoughtherehasbeenno majormovementssince 1974,P.R.Menonhasbeenengagedn
gettingvariousdemandsnettlrrough gradualandorganizedoressureTheseconcern
chequepaymentsbonus,wagerise, regularizationye-statemenandso on. Therewasa
big demonstratiomecentlyof 10000workersin ombay, andMenonwasan active

organizer.
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