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~57) . PRASADA RAO (AndhraPresident)ITU.

| am not sureof'my birth date;you maytakeit thatl am around85 yearsold. My political careembeganin
ongress, and! hadparticipatedin the civil disobediencenovment. | wentto Benaresor studiesbut had
to discontinuethe studies. | participatedin the variouskisan movementsn the 1930sand 1940sin
Godavaridistrict andotherplaces. During the Telegananovementwe neglectedhe work amoungthe
working class,but lateron we correctedit.

My TU work mainly beganwith the formationof ITU.  In AndhraPradeshthe ITU peopledelayedits
formation for a long time, and continuedworking within the AITU  longerthananywhereelsein India.
Therewere sharpdebateon this questionin Andhra. It wasbeingdiscussedvhetherto form a separate
ITU, andwhento form.

! wasrelievedof the work on the kisanfront andgiven responsibilityfor forming the ITU in Andhra. It
wasa difficult andabig job. | coulddo it successfullyeventhough! did not haveany previous
experience. ITU becamea major forcein AP.

We formeda separatdRT union, andalsounionsamoungthe Portand Harbourworkers, steel,tobacco,
railways, etc. We werealreadywell-entrenchedvithin the AITU  beforewe cameout. We participated
in a big way in the 1974 railway strike, asalsoin severalotherimportantmovements.

(N.Prasad&aO, evenat this ageattendsoffice andlooks afterandguidesseveralTU jobs. He alsoholds
somepostsin the ITU.).



