IOGRAPHICAL PROFILE:- FHASSH ( 0j)

Kameshwar Pandit, Shimla

He was born on 3'* Sept. 1923. His was an ordinary Kisan family. His fatherwas educatedas Shastri.
KameshwarPanditgot his educationin Lahoreand otherplacesin Punjab.He also got his educationin
music. He ultimately becamea lecturer,beforebecomingfull time partyandTU activist.

Entry* into politics:

He camein contactwith studentpolitics while studyingin Lahore.He becamegeneralsecretaryof Lahore
StudentdJnion (LSU). A bookcritical of communistmanifestomadehim sympathetit¢o the Manifesto. In
1946, he was doing monitoring service,recording,typing, etc and sendingofficial broadcastso Moscow.

Into TU movement
He usedto go to Mughalsaraiand otherplacesto sing for railway, etc. workers. Ajoy Ghoshusedto take
his classes.His contactswith the workersincreasedand he ultimately begandevotinglot of time to the
workersmovement,
Himachal areasearlier were dominatedby small and big princely stateswith veiy® little industrial
developmentKameshwarPanditcamein contactwith the agitationof KasauliBreweries,whoseworkers
were on strike. Many were put the princely stategail in Nalagarh.At aroundthis time, Panditcamein
contactwith the famousleaderof the region, PrakastKapatia. He beganto work regularlywith Panditin
the T.Us in HimachalTransportunion, municipalworkersunion. Hotel workersunion, etc. He wasequally
activein the PE&SU and ShimlaHills PWD workersunion, transport,etc. Thiswasin 1953.
He alsoworkedfor andorganizeda papercalled”Himjyoti”, jointly nm alongwith CongressmenHe was
dismissedfrom his post of lecturerfor his involvementin political and hospital/ sanatoriumworkers,
produceda lot of cadresandleaders.
He was twice attackedphysically with clear aim to kill, but he just managedto escape.His associate
Kapatiawasmurderedn 1964, Pandithadpersonakurveillancdrailing him for severalyears,Kameshwar
Panditwasthe mainfounderof the PunjabSubordinateServicesAssociationin 1951-52.it wasa powerful
organization andth e subsequentljormedHimachalPradeshoo hada strongAssociation.He alsoformed
electricityandtransportworkersunions.
Himachal Pradeshwas createdon U' Nov. 1966 as a result of the states reorganizatiorof Punjaband
others. Panditimmediatelygot aboutorganizingthe working classof the newly formed state.He led the
Kangra govt, employeesKangra electricity workers, the teachersgtc. The teacherswvonted Punjabpay
scales.
In 1973, a big movementof the go\l. employeestook with his guidanceand participation. The 1975
emergencydayswere harshas many of his comradegailed. He led and organizedseveralstrugglesduring
that period despite adverseconditions. In 1978 was formed the Shimla TU and Employees Council.
Banks andlot of govt employeegarticipatedunderKameshwaPanditsguidance.
In 1980 he concentrateabn PWD workers. In 1985 therewasa token strike of govt, employeesand others
in Shimla and other places. Police barrierscameup all around Shimla. Even then a rally of about 10
thousandvasbroughtout.
VcerbhadraSingh govt, falls in 1987 mainly dueto this movement.But it concededhe demandof wage
rise with retrospectiveeffect before it went out of office. The casefor other categorieswvent up to the
SupremeCourt (1991-92). It agreedfor rise in minimum wageswith effect from 1987, providedtwenty
years of Servicewere competed.Therewere othermemorablenovementsof the govt, employeesunder
the leadershipof Pandit.



ate KameshwarPandit {Himachal Pradesh)

My dte of birth is July 3, 1923 in | was born in an ordinary
Kisan family. My father was educatedas Shastri | got my
educationin ahore and other placesin Punjab. | was also tought
classical Indian music.

I came in contactwith politics when | was a studentin ahore.l

became the general secretaryof ahore Students' Union (SU).1

joined the British Government's Radio Monitoring Service,
which involved recording, typing and sending broadcastseven to
Moscow.l came in contactwith the trade union movement basically
in Mughalsarai. That was when | used to accompanythe cultural
squads there and sing for the railway workers. | came in touch
with veterantrade union leders and attendedtheir classes,

ater | came in contact with the agitating Kasauli Breweries
workers They had gone on a strike. Those days, these areas of

Himachal were dominatedby princely states.Many of the agitating
workers were put in the jail of princely state of Nalagarh
Kasauli becamean important centre of trade union movement.

| began to work also among municipal, hotel and transport

workers | was equally active in Pepsu and Shimla Hills PWD
workers union among others in 1950s. | faced murderous attacks
at least twice. Both attacks were serious but | survived. My

associatePrakashKapatia was murderedin 1964.
| also worked in a paper called Himjyoti.l ws the main founder of
the Punjab Subordinate Services Association in 1951-52 It was

a strong organisation. | also worked among electricity and
transportworkers' union. After the formation of Himachal Pradesh
as new state on November 1, 1966 | began to tackle problems

related with the trade union movement in the new conditions.!

organised the Kangra Government employees, Kangra electricity
workers, teachers, and other categoriesof employees, The

teacherswanted Punjab payscales.

I want to add here that | had been a lecturer also and was

removed becauseof my active involvement in the labour and

political movement.A big movement of government employees was

initiated under my guidance and participation in 1973. The

emergency days of 1975 were very harsh and many of us were

detained | led many solidarity and releasemovements, apart from

other strugglesdespite adverseconditions prevailing those days.

I was also actively involved in the formation and activities of

Shim;a trade union and employeescouncil. In 1980. | concentrated
on PWD workers. In 1985, there was token strike of government
employeesand others. Police barriers came up all around Shimla.

Even then a big rally of workers was brought out. We got huge
gains out of the movement. Not only the governmenthad to leave
office but before leaving, it had to concede to our demand of

wage rise and that too with retrospectiveeffect.

I was involved with hydel-power workers movement also in

Suringani, Kinnaur Sanjay Jheel project among others The

Bairasole workers were regularisedafter ten years of service,
perhapsas nowherelsein the country.

I have been actively involved in holding positions at national
level trade union organisationsincluding AITUC.
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