yanendra Nagoji Yelkar (DN Yelkar) (AITUC)

shorttranscriptivenoteon GyanendraNagoji Yelkar (ITUC) interviewed
on July 29, 2004 in Bombay

| was born in Begoudein Kolhapur district on March 3, 1921 in a very
poorfamily. My fatherNagoji hada small plot of land but no meansto culti-
vate it. The problemsof acutepovert**led him to drinking. When he was
drunk, he usedto beatmy motherand me both mercilessly.

Whenl wasseven,my motheraskedme to leavehomeas| wasold enough
to earnandlook aftermyself. Motherwantedme to getawayfrom my fathets
beatings.She had nothingto give me for the journey and without ticket, |
travelledupto Kurla in train.

| knewthatmy villagemenlived at Bilal roadandwereworking in various
factories.But | wastoo youngto join afactory. Hencetill then,| hadto work
in a hotelwith a salaryof Rs 2 amonth.| got food from the hotelanddid not
spenda single moneyfrom the wagesl earned. fter a year, when| had
savedRs 24, | went back home and gave my father all my moneyto bu}*
ploughandbullocks and cultivate the land.

| joined kids movementcalled Vanar Senalaunchedby the Congressand
led by Indira Gandhiwhen| was eight. | met Gandhiji at Pune.In 1942,
whenQuit India movementstarted,| joinedin andsoon wassentto jail for
four months. fter release] joined Sitarammills at half salaryof Rs6 asl ws
too young.

| workedin the factory for thirty years.In the beginningl was askedto
work anywherdike a coolie. However,as| hadlearnedio readandwrite on
my own, | wasgiventhejob of ticketboyto checktheworkersticketasthey
enteredandleft the factory premises.

| toughtmyselfin my sparetime and soonwas promotedas clerk at the
salaryof Rs 2000. It was only when| got heartattackin 1986, that| got
retired. pacemakerhasbeeninsertedwhich wasimportedfrom United
Statesand is operativesince then on batteriesthat have to be recharged
everyfour months.

| wasvery closeto Dangeandneverleft his sideall my life. | usedto spend
daysat Dalwi Bhawan,the tradeunion and party office of the CPI.

In 1946, whennavalmutiny waslaunched] wasinstrumentain closing
the road on Chinchpoklifor eight hours.We had collectedwood from old
furniture andkeptthemburningon both sidesof the roadso thatno police
man could crossthe barricadeof fire.

Whentherewas textile strike, the managementefusedto pay anywages
to theworkers. s aresult, thej® could not afford to buy food from, the road
sidedhabagunby women. t least20000womensaton diiarnaontheroad
for 48 hoursto getwagesfor the workersso that the food cookedby them
could be sold. It was called“Latni (Belan) Morchd and manywomenlead-



rs mrgd fromth mov mnt lik Airily a Bai Rangan kar,Pr ma Poorab
tC.

S.A. Dang cam to visitth wom n on dharnaandorganis dthir m t -
ing, but polic attackdthm. Thy opnd fir andl was shotat for h ad
but sav d.

| wasth tr aur r ofth Girni Kanigarunionandfor ight y ars work d on
third shift which was a night duty in th factoryto b abl to work in th
daytim atth union offic .

| usd toliv in roomlind with bunksm ant for shift work rs. In on
singl roomoftn by fift n squir ft, atlast forty workrs usd to liv
sharingth b d accordingto th ir shifts. Thr wr atlast 80 roomsin
v ry building.

Aftr 1949,1 alsow nt und rgroundandwas s nt to AndhraPrad sh. |
visit d NalgondaNizamabad | ngana andmanyoth r plac sm ting Nagi
R ddy, KrishnaPillai andmanyoth rs.

In 1970s,Shiv S na us d to attackth AITUC offic. At Parl, KakaD sai
wasb atn up andlit ratur andbookswr burnt. Thy want d to scar
th communistslt wasatth sam tim wh n KrishnaD sai waskilld by
th m.

| was lik shadowof Dang andhasb n m ntiond by Com UshaTai
Dang, Comrad Dang'swif, in hr autobiographyith gr at aff cton and
r sp ct.
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