Prasad Kumar

shortbiographicalnote on C PrasadKumar interviewedat the premisesof ndhra Pulp
and Papemills on SeptembeR0, 2004 at Rajamundri, ndhra Pradesh

C prasadKumar is a worker in the ndhra PradeshPulp and PaperMills and an active
memberofthe union. It washis fatherwho hadmigratedfrom Palghatn Keralaandjoinedthe
factoryin 1949 asstore-in-chargelt wasin private handsthen.

PrasadvasbomonMay 8,1953atRajamundriHe waseducatedn Rajamundryupto school
final andjoinedthefactoryin 1973.Themill wasnationalisedn 1964.In 1975-76 hewasfully
absorbedht a salaryof Rs 130 permonth. By 1977, he becamerermanentvith a salaryof Rs
330 permonth.

In 1979, Prasacand othermembersofthe ITUC unionin the factory launcheda struggle.
PrabhakaChaudhrywasthe union presidenthen. Sincethen, everythreeyear, thereis a new
agreementith salaryhike. Now Prasads gettinga salaryof Rs 6000.

Prasadvasdrawnto the organisedmovementincehis studentdayswhenhe wasinvolved
with Il India StudentFedrationled by Stanley,sonof PrabhakaChaudhry.Govind Raowas
anotheractive leaderin the Federatiorandall threeled the unionin PapermMills too.

Prasadandhis comradesn the stockpreparatiordepartmentvherehe workedgot organised
by Stanley,GovindRaoandPrasadn 1976. The unity wasbasedon the departmentasolidarity
whereall theworkersfrom all the unionsjoined. It was an experimentiaunchedoy thesethree
youngtradeunioniststo unite theworkers.The officially recognisedinionhadto consulteach
departmenunit for everydecision.

Prasadvas soonelectedVice Presidentof the factory union. t presentin 2004, he is the
organisingsecretaryHisjob is look afterthe needsoftheworkers.If theyfaceaccident Prasad
takesthemto the hospital.If they are harassedPrasadoreparegheir grievanceletter.

PrasadspeakdMayalam,Tamil andHindi apartfrom Teluguandhence,is very popularwith
theworkers.

In 1988, the union launcheda generalstrike and all threeleadersbecamevery active under
the generalleadershipof PrabhakaChaudhry.The stugglecontinuedfor 88 daysandworkers
refusedto join backtill their demandswere met. Finally beforethree month could be com
pleted,the strikewasover.

Insidethefactory, CITU hasalsocomeup. Theleft workersaredividedandCITU hasstarted
attackingthe ITUC activists.



Prasad Kumar

shorttranscript!venote on C PrasadKumar interviewedat the premisesof ndhra Pulp
and PaperMills on SeptembeR0, 2004 at Rajamundri, ndhra Pradesh

| am aworkerin the ndhra PradeshPulp and PaperMills and an active memberof the
union. It wasmy fatherwho hadmigratedfrom Palghatin Keralaandjoinedthe factoryin 1949
as store-in-chargelt wasin privatehandsthen.

| wasbomon May 8,1953 at Rajamundri.l was educatedn Rajamundryupto schoolfinal
andjoined the factory in 1973. The mill was nationalisedin 1964. In 1975-76,| was fully
absorbedit a salaryof Rs 130 permonth.By 1977] becamegermanentvith a salaryof Rs 330
permonth.

In 1979,alongwithothermembersfthe ITUC unionin the factory,we launcheda struggle.
PrabhakacChaudhrywasthe union presidenthen. Sincethen, everythreeyear,thereis a new
agreemenwith salaryhike. Now | am gettinga salaryof Rs 6000.

| wasdrawnto the organisednovementsincemy studentdayswhenl wasinvolvedwith |l
India StudentFedrationled by Stanley,son of PrabhakaChaudhry.Govind Raowas another
activeleaderin the Federatiorandthreeof us led the unionin Papeills too.

My comradesn the stockpreparatiordepartmenivherel workedgot organisedy Stanley,
Govind Raoandmein 1976. The unity wasbasedon the departmentasolidaritywhereall the
workersfrom all the unionsjoined. It was an experimentiaunchedoy thesethreeyoungtrade
unioniststo unite the workers. The officially recognisedinion hadto consulteachdepartment
unit for everydecision.

| was soonelectedVice Presidenbfthe factoryunion. t presentn 2004] am organising
secretaryMy job is to lookafterafterthe needsoftheworkers.If theyfaceaccident,| takethem
to the hospital. If they areharassed|, preparegheir grievanceletter.

| speakMalayalam,Tamil andHindi apartfrom Teluguandhence,cancommunicatesasily
with the workers.

In 1988, the union launcheda generalstrike and all threeleadersbecamevery activeunder
the generalleadershipof PrabhakaChaudhry.The stugglecontinuedfor 88 daysandworkers
refusedto join backtill their demandswvere met. Finally beforethree month could be com
pleted,the strike wasover.

Insidethefactory, CITU hasalsocomeup. Theleft workersaredividedandCITU hasstarted
attackingthe ITUC activists.
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